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MEETING MINUTES - April 6th  
 

Attended:  Brenda Berry, Robin Donner, Anne Keller, 
Br Pio King, Jeannie Kratzer, Janet Lukesh, Mary 
Makowski, Eileen Moore, Will Moore, Chuck Roach, 
John Rosensteel, Helen Rush, Steve Smith, Debbie 
Watson. 
Aspirants: Andrena Guines, Karen Nelson. 
Visitors: Jacob Brausen, Bob Brenneman, Paula 
Kneeland, Betty & Phil Lamb, Allison Le, Lan Le, Scott 
Rooney. We welcome you all! 
 

Thank you, active members, for notifying a council 
member when you are unable to attend.  

You are in our prayers. 
 

Opening: Steve lead us in opening prayer. Janet shared 
a reflection on Rule 11 (See page 3).  
 

The Minutes from the March meeting were approved as 
written.  
 

March Financial Report (Robin): 
Checking Starting Balance:     $1274.20 
   March Common fund contributions:          +210.00 
   Donation for Ross Oden Trust Fund:       -100.00 
   Memorial Masses for Gene Katzmarek:       -13.50 
Checking Ending Balance:               $1370.70 
 

Savings Balance:        $451.55 
The financial report was approved.  
 

Member news: Brenda has connected with those 
unable to attend and shared prayer requests. She and 
Debbie visited Frank last week. Please make use of the 
Prayer Calendar to pray for one another. 
 

Initial Formation report (Jeannie): Profession for 
Mike Bartel is on hold as he deals with health issues.  
We hope to re-start initial formation in June. 
 

Fraternity of Mary,  
Queen of Peace 

Secular FranciscanOrder 
Newsletter 

 
Apostolates: 
 

Nursing Home Ministry: 
The Estates at Lynnhurst 

471 W. Lynnhurst Ave,  St Paul, MN 55104 
Wednesday, April 18th, 6:30pm 

 

Little Sisters of the Poor 
330 Exchange St. South,  St Paul, MN 55102 

Thursday, April 26th, 6:30pm 
 

The Little Sisters of the Poor always appreciate sacramentals, 
i.e. rosaries, medals, scapulars, etc., for their residents.  
Donations are gratefully accepted at the reception desk.   
 

BINGO event at Lynnhurst will be on 
Sunday, April 22nd at 1:30pm. 

Prizes are needed: Lotion, toothpaste, tooth brushes, 
dental floss, socks, candy, word find books. 

Brenda, Anne, and Helen plan to attend. 
Tentative dates for future BINGO events: 

July 22nd, October 28th, January 27th. 
 
Upcoming Region Events: 
• The Region Spring Gathering is Saturday, April 21st: 

Featuring James Flickinger, administrator of 
AMAZON RELIEF “serving the poorest of the poor” 
Franciscan Sisters of Little Falls convent                 
116 8th Avenue SE, Little Falls, MN 56345												
8:30am to 3:00pm. $30 at the door.  

o Robin will bring a donation for Amazon 
Relief from our Fraternity. 

o About 9 of us plan to attend. Several will 
meet at the Friary at 6:30am to carpool. 

• The Annual Regional Ministers Gathering will be 
June 1-3 at Christ the King Retreat Center in Buffalo. 
Steve and other Council members plan to attend. 
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The Brothers’ report (by Brother Pio):  
Brother Pio has completed his sabbatical which was divided 
into several parts. He is glad to be back. 
The Brothers are looking for a larger location for their 
Novice Friary. John and Stephen, postulants are doing well. 
There may be one or two new postulants starting. 
Brother James is finishing his 2nd year of seminary. 
Brother Seraphim hopes to be ordained to the Transitional 
Deaconate in May. 
Thankfully, Brother Joseph arrived home from vacation in 
time to be present with his dad, Gene Katzmarek, as he died 
surrounded by family. 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Ongoing Formation:  After the Holy Hour and 
refreshments, we broke into three groups for inspiring 
discussions of the Sunday readings and the first half of 
Chapter 5 of The Perfect Joy of Saint Francis. Thank you 
to Will, Chuck, and Jeannie for facilitating the groups. 
 

We returned as one group for intercessory prayer and 
concluded with the prayer of St Francis. 
 
 
For our May 4th meeting: 

THE PERFECT JOY OF ST. FRANCIS –   
Chapter 5, POETS BY THE DOZEN 

Read Pages 109 - 129 
 

-------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 

 “MUTUAL INVITATION” 
CALLED BY NAME TO SHARE 

 

A Fraternity may use a modified form of the Mutual 
Invitation form of sharing so all its members have a 
chance to share their thoughts in a safe and non-
threatening environment.  
1. The Leader begins the reading or a question, and 

then calls a member by name to share.  
a. The member called has 3 choices.  

i. Share  
ii. Pass for now – not ready to share, 

but will have a chance to share at 
the end of all the sharing.  

iii. Pass – does not care to share.  
b. The member sharing then calls the next 

member to share by name.   
c. This continues until all members have been 

called and all those members who have 
“passed for now” have been called on again.   

2. No one can share twice until all members have shared.  
 

-------------------------------------------------------- 
 

 
 

 
Meetings: (located at Queen of Peace Friary) 

 

There will be no Council Meeting in April 
 

There will be no Initial Formation in April 
 

Regular Fraternity Meeting: 
Friday, May 4th   

Business meeting 6:30pm 
 

Sharing of Rule: Andrena 
(with Mary Mak as back-up) 

  

Franciscan Holy Hour 7:00pm followed by 
refreshments and social time. 

 

Treats by Mary Mak and Janet 

 

Ongoing Formation 8:30 – 9:30pm 
Mass Readings for Sunday, May 6th 

Chapter 5 of The Perfect Joy of Saint Francis 
“Poets by the Dozen” pp 109 - 129   

May Council Meeting: 
Sunday, May 6th, 1:30 – 3:00pm 

 

All professed members are encouraged to attend 
 
 

Andrena Guines – 4/11 
Brenda Berry – 4/18 

 

Our newsletter is published monthly by the 
Fraternity of Mary, Queen of Peace 

Secular Franciscan Order  
c/o Franciscan Brothers of Peace 

Queen of Peace Friary  
1289 Lafond Avenue, St. Paul, MN 55104 

Minister: Steve Smith, OFS (612-597-5556) 
Vice Minister: Eugene Krentz, OFS (952-288-8263)   

Formation Director: Jeannie Kratzer, OFS (651-636-8928) 
Secretary: Anne Keller, OFS (651-335-8484) 

Treasurer: Robin Donner, OFS (651-290-7753)  
Councilor: Eileen Moore, OFS (612-721-1198) 

Acting Spiritual Assistant: Brother Pio King, fbp (651-442-8165) 
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Rule Sharing by Janet Lukesh: Detachment and 
the example of St Agnes of Assisi  
 

Rule 11: Trusting in the Father, Christ chose for 
himself and his mother a poor and humble life, even 
though he valued created things attentively and 
lovingly. Let the Secular Franciscans seek a 
proper spirit of detachment from temporal goods 
by simplifying their own material needs. Let them 
be mindful that according to the gospel they are 
stewards of the goods received for the benefit of 
God’s children. 
Thus, in the spirit of “the Beatitudes,” and as pilgrims 
and strangers on their way to the home of the Father, 
they should strive to purify their hearts from every 
tendency and yearning for possession and power. 
 

The Penance of Detachment 
https://www.franciscanthirdorderpenitents.com/single-
post/2016/11/19/The-Penance-of-Detachment 
 

November 19 is the Memorial of St. Agnes of Assisi, 
younger sister of St. Clare of Assisi, who followed 
Clare into religious life. Agnes, who had been 
baptized Catherine, was bonded to Clare and to her 
sister Beatrice and mother Ortolana, both of whom 
also joined Clare in the cloister. Moreover, many of 
Agnes' and Clare's childhood friends also joined 
Clare, making the San Damiano convent a close knit 
community of life long friends and family.  
  
Apparently Agnes was so attached to these beloved 
people that Francis purposely chose her to govern a 
new convent of sisters in Florence. In the days of no 
mass communication and no travel for cloistered 
nuns, this directive amounted to sending Agnes to the 
end of the world. Totally separated from everyone 
she had loved, Agnes was heart broken. She wrote to 
Clare these heart rendering words: 
  
"Know, therefore my mother, that it is a very great 
tribulation and immense sorrow for me physically and 
spiritually, and that I am immeasurably weighed down 
and afflicted and almost unable to speak because I 
am bodily separated from you and the rest of my 
Sisters with whom I believed I would live in this life 
and die. My tribulation indeed has its beginning but 
knows no end; it began recently but reaches no end; 
it is always with me and never wants to depart. 
  
"I once believed that there was but one death during 
life on earth for those who are to have one life in 
heaven, and one burial for those who share a 

common nature, but, as I see, I have been deceived. I 
feel hemmed in and abandoned and troubled on all 
sides. My dearest Sister, share my grief. Help me, I 
beg you, with your loving prayers that this trial will 
become tolerable and light. My sweetest mother and 
mistress, what am I to say since I have no hope of 
seeing physically my Sisters. There is no one of my 
dear friends here to console me." 
  
Agnes goes on to say that the Sisters in the Florence 
convent are most welcoming and get along well--no 
factions, as she puts it. And Agnes does eventually 
adjust. She did return to visit Clare once, when Clare 
was dying, but this was about 40 years after Agnes 
left San Damiano. Agnes died two weeks after Clare. 
  
If we want to follow God by total surrender to Him, 
we must have no attachments--not even to loved 
ones. If we must leave them or they leave us, we 
may grieve but that grief needs to turn into 
surrender. All we love we must hold with a loose 
hand, ready to release it when God wills. Saint 
Agnes had to learn this detachment, difficult as it was. 
And she did learn it. She could not have become a 
saint without detachment. Detachment does not 
mean lack of love--by no means! But it does mean 
that we love God's Will above our own and that 
we love God above any others. Attachment to 
things, ways of acting, and/or others makes these 
people and things and life styles into gods for us. 
Is there anything or anyone in your life that you 
could not bear to lose? Pray about that because 
we are called to have no gods but God alone.  
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“The truly pure of heart are 
those who despise the 
things of earth and seek the 
things of heaven, and who 
never cease to adore and 
behold the Lord God living 
and true with a pure heart 
and soul.”   
   
 

St Francis of Assisi 
 
------------------------------------------------------ 

 
April Prayer requests:  
Apostolates: 
• For God’s blessings on the apostolates of the 

Franciscan Brothers of Peace and of the Fraternity 
and for a larger location for their Novice Friary. 

• For the future of Listening House in Saint Paul. 
• For God’s guidance and blessings on Clare 

Lewer’s ministry of Majella House for pregnant 
women. That it will come to fruition. 

• For provision for the KaRen refugee children to be 
able to attend Catholic schools. 

• For the ministry of Breaking Free – for victims of 
human trafficking. 
https://www.facebook.com/BreakingFreeStP/vide
os/517389311657289/ 

 

For the needs of members of the Fraternity and the 
Brothers: 
• For special graces on our Fraternity. That we will 

all be missionaries and promote respect for all life. 
• In thanksgiving for new visitors and the 

inspiration of the Holy Spirit in our Fraternity. 
• For the needs of all those unable to attend the 

meeting. 
• For Candidates, Mike Bartel and John Rosensteel. 
• For guidance as we prepare a new initial formation 

group for those who are interested. 

• For all those with acute or chronic health 
conditions, that they will experience consolation 
and healing - including Eugene, Frank, Janet, 
Debbie, Norma, Mike Gross, Connie as well as: 

o Mike Bartel who began chemotherapy 
treatment for newly diagnosed lymphoma. 

o Janie with a sinus infection and an allergy 
to the antibiotic. 

• For reinvigoration for Brothers John Mary and 
Dominic Michael on their sabbaticals. 

• For spiritual growth and wisdom for Brothers 
James and Seraphim in their seminary studies.  

• For Brother Seraphim as he prepares to be 
ordained to the Transitional Deaconate in May. 

 

For all our family members and friends who are dear 
to our heart and in need of our prayers. 
• For the repose of the soul of Brother Joseph’s 

father – Gene Katzmarek.  
• For all the new people who were received into the 

Church on Holy Saturday. 
• For a young father, Ross Oden, son of our friend 

Dale, who has been hospitalized for over 2 months 
with heart failure. For provision for his family 
during the long road to recovery. 
https://www.caringbridge.org/visit/rossoden 

• For Andrena’s Aunt Pat who lost her son and who 
is on chemotherapy for liver cancer. 

• For all those with serious illness and their unsung 
caregivers. 

• For a peaceful death for Chuck’s mom with heart 
failure and dementia who is now on hospice care. 

• For Phil’s sister, Julie, who has MS. 
• For Allison’s brother Wally in the hospital and for 

God’s protection for the family. 
• For a spiritual awakening for Paula’s and all our 

family members – for all those in need of prayer. 
• For Brenda’s daughter, Bernadette, turning 40. 
• For jobs for Will’s family members. 
 

For our country and our world. 
• For peace, civility and respect for God in the 

political process. 
• For those in New Mexico who are suffering from 

drought and forest fire danger. 
• For persecuted Christians throughout the world. 
 



OFS Newsletter, March 2018              Page 5  

 
 

   MAY 6, 2018 

Sixth	Sunday	of	Easter		
 
Reading 1           A CTS 10:25-26, 34-3 5, 44-48  
 
When Peter entered, Cornelius met him 
 and, falling at his feet, paid him homage. 
Peter, however, raised him up, saying, 
 "Get up. I myself am also a human being." 
 
Then Peter proceeded to speak and said, 
 "In truth, I see that God shows no partiality. 
 Rather, in every nation whoever fears him and 
 acts uprightly is acceptable to him." 
 
While Peter was still speaking these things, 
 the Holy Spirit fell upon  
 all who were listening to the word. 
The circumcised believers who had accompanied Peter 
 were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit 
 should have been poured out  
 on the Gentiles also, 
 for they could hear them speaking in tongues 
 and glorifying God. 
Then Peter responded, "Can anyone withhold  
 the water for baptizing these people, 
 who have received the Holy Spirit  
 even as we have?" 
He ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus 
Christ. 

 
Reading	2	 	 	 	 	1 	 JN	4 :7 -10 	
 
Beloved, let us love one another, 
 because love is of God; 
everyone who loves is begotten by God  
 and knows God. 
Whoever is without love does not know God,  
 for God is love. 
In this way the love of God was revealed to us: 
 God sent his only Son into the world 
 so that we might have life through him. 
In this is love: 
 not that we have loved God,  
 but that he loved us 
 and sent his Son as expiation for our sins. 

 

Gospel	 	 	 	 	 	JN	15 :9 -17 	
Jesus said to his disciples: 
"As the Father loves me, so I also love you. 
 Remain in my love. 
 If you keep my commandments,  
 you will remain in my love, 
 just as I have kept my Father's 
 commandments and remain in his love. 
 
"I have told you this so that my joy may be in you 
 and your joy might be complete. 
This is my commandment: 
  love one another as I love you. 
No one has greater love than this, 
 to lay down one's life for one's friends. 
You are my friends if you do what I command you. 
I no longer call you slaves, 
 because a slave does not know what his 
 master is doing. 
I have called you friends, 
 because I have told you everything  
 I have heard from my Father. 
It was not you who chose me,  
 but I who chose you and appointed you  
 to go and bear fruit that will remain, so that 
 whatever you ask the Father in my name  
 he may give you. 
This I command you: love one another." 
_____________________________________ 

Franciscan Gospel Sharing 
 

Gaze on Him 
look on the words; 

read and listen to the Scripture with an open mind,  
let the words sink into you 

 

Consider Him 
ponder the words; 

think about what is being revealed  
in your heart and mind and soul 

 

Contemplate Him 
weigh the words; 

decide which article in the OFS Rule relates to the 
words and ponder that article 

 

Imitate Him 
outpour the words; 

take all of this into the world with a concrete action 
which today you state aloud 

 

…in	the	tradition	of	St.	Clare	of	Assisi	
	
 
 


